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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Date: September 2, 2014 

From: Tom Kidwell, Madera County Assessor 

Topic: Real Property Tax Value Declines Due to Calamity (Oakhurst Junction Fire) 

 

 

Tom Kidwell, Madera County Assessor, has announced that Madera County property owners 

who have suffered damage to their property as the result of the Oakhurst Junction fire may be 

eligible for property tax relief.  

 

If a property is damaged by a calamity, such as a fire or a storm, the assessed value can be 

lowered for the period during which the property is under repair. The damage must exceed 

$10,000 in value, and an application must be filed with the Assessor's Office within 12 months 

of the date the calamity occurred. Once repairs are completed, the Proposition 13 factored base 

year value is restored. If additional square footage is added, its value will be added at its current 

market value. 

If a property qualifies, its assessed value on the current tax roll will be reduced by the same 

percentage as the percentage of damage suffered by the property in the disaster. That reduction 

will remain in force from the first day of the month in which the damage occurred to the last day 

of the month in which repairs are completed. 

 

The Assessor’s Office will try to identify and revalue all properties affected by the fire, but 

property owners who have suffered this type of calamity are encouraged to file an application 

with the Assessor's office based on the disaster.Forms can be obtained from the Assessor’s 

Office at 200 W 4
th

 Street, Madera or through the Madera County Web site, http://www.madera-

county.com/index.php/assessdisasterrelief. 

 

. 

 

If you need more information, or if you are unsure if you qualify for a calamity or disaster relief 

claim, please contact the Assessor's Office at 559-675-7710, or by email at Assessor@madera-

county.com. 
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